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Improving and protecting Kansas soils through
farmer and rancher led education and resources.

Upcoming Events

Developing Low Input/High Efficiency
Production Systems Workshop featuring Joel Williams

Join us for this FREE workshop in Liberal featuring internationally
known soil health instructor, Joel Williams! The workshop will be
divided into three sessions covering Plant Nutrition, Intergrated
Pest & Disease Management, and Soil Health. Sessions will dive
more deeply into each topic with the overall theme of achieving
production and ecosystems services goals through low input/high
efficiency agricultural production systems. Ample time for
questions and discussions will be provided as part of each session.

Advanced registration is appreciated by Wednesday, January 17 to
ensure an accurate headcount for lunch. However, registration
will be taken up until the day of the workshop.



For those needing CEU hours, the workshop will provide: 2 hours of
nutrient management, 2 hours of soil & water management, and 2
hours of integrated pest management.

To register and learn more about the workshop, go
here: Developing Low Input/High Efficiency Production Systems
featuring Joel Williams - Kansas Soil Health Alliance
(kssoilhealth.org)

Kansas Soil Health Alliance Events Calendar

Our website's events calendar contains all local and virtual events
we find that are talking soil health. Winter is full of great
conferences and workshops to help expand your soil health
knowledge and grow your peer network. Take time now to review
the calendar and plan your next learning experience! Do you
know of an event that isn't on the calendar? Contact
Jennifer@KsSsoilhealth.org to get it added.

Upcoming Events — Kansas Soil Health Alliance (kssoilhealth.org)

Farmer to Farmer Discussions

Many local conservation districts have been hosting Farmer to
Farmer Discussions. These are designed to be casual, farmer led
discussions about water and soil conservation practices and
topics. Each conservation district's discussion schedule is
different. To learn more about your local conservation district's
meeting schedule, you can contact the office and/or follow them
on Facebook. Unsure which conservation district you are in? Look
here: Conservation Districts | Kansas Association of Conservation
Districts (kacd.net)




Soil Health
Opportunities

Kansas Grazing Exchange

The Kansas Grazing Exchange helps match available forage with
livestock producers for mutually beneficial grazing relationships.
If you have available grazing or you're looking for grazing,
consider posting a listing. It's free and easy to use.
Kansas Grazing Exchange — Kansas Soil Health Alliance
(kssoilhealth.org)

Kansas Soil Health Alliance Database Project

The Kansas Soil Health Alliance is seeking short-term,
contractual help to assist with a project. We are seeking someone
to enter data from survey sheets into Microsoft Excel and/or
Access. If possible, this data will then be used to populate a Google
Map. It is estimated that the time to complete the project will be
approximately 40-50 hours with all work being able to be
completely remotely. Applicants will need to provide their own
computer and access to Excel and Access. All ages are welcome to

apply.

Interested applicants can email Jennifer at
Jennifer@kssoilhealth.org. Please include skills and experience
that apply to this project and desired hourly pay.

Advanced Soil Health Training



American Farmland Trust, together with partners, is coordinating
a Climate Smart Commodities project aimed at transitioning 7
million acres in 43 states to climate smart practices. They will be
offering Advanced Soil Health Training to growers, non-profit and
commercial agricultural service professionals, and consultants

who want to promote and advise on adopting these practices.

Applications for participation will be opening soon. To sign up to
be notified when applications open, go
here: https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?
id=9DZ9usq8W00Dzin3qwZEyBOsquYoh4BLU6JtnFIVUZXUNFFIWTIZ
UUNaRFBXVKkhSSjgxMzBIR044Ri4u

To learn more about the project, go
here: https://farmland.org/project/climate-smart-crops/

FarmTender

This new service helps match farmers using regenerative practices
with willing landowners. Go to www.FarmTender.us to learn
more. It is free to browse, and, for a nominal annual fee, you can
register and read the profiles of landowners and their land
parcels, or of regenerative farmers, or post one yourself!

North Central SARE Grants

North Central Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education
(SARE) offers several grants throughout the year for farmers,
students, and educators. Several grants are currently open. Go
here to learn more about the different grant opportunities and
projected call for proposal timelines. https://northcentral.sare.org/




Featured Farmers

Waco Phipps

We visited Waco’s farm in July as part of Ottawa County’s ond
Annual Summer Field Days.

Waco farms near Minneapolis in Ottawa County in Northcentral
Kansas. He grew up in Kearney, Nebraska and moved to Kansas

for work. While at his 8-5 job, he also began working for an area

farmer. Northcentral Kansas became Waco’s permanent home in
2010 when his farmer-employer became his father-in-law. The



last couple of years, Waco’s father-in-law has started stepping
down his role on the farm leaving Waco as the primary operator
along with one full-time employee.

Throughout the years, the cropping rotation on the farm has
changed. In 2010 it was wheat-wheat-double crop soybeans. After
several iterations, it’s currently soybeans-milo-corn. Although
Waco liked having wheat in the rotation, it has been removed due
to time and labor constraints with the intent that it will be added
back in when time allows. The farm has been no-till or minimum
till for more than 15 years. Cover crops have been added in during
the last five years. The first cover crop was drilled into wheat
stubble. The first stand was difficult to establish due to significant
pigweed pressure. In the early cover crop years, volunteer millet
from a previous cover crop also created challenges for a cash crop.
Waco commented that it has taken several years to strike the
balance between cover crop expenses, benefits, and cash crop
profitability. He credits a commitment to asking questions,
connecting with other farmers, and watching YouTube videos with
helping him accelerate his learning. Other resources that have
helped him along the way include locating a crop insurance agent
who is knowledgeable about soil health practices - particularly in
regard to cover crop termination requirements, bankers who
helped set him up with operating notes while transitioning to
more soil health practices, and a tax professional who helps him
accurately track his expenses and profitability. In the end, Waco
comments that his goal is to balance profitability with what’s best
for the soil. To him, soil health is like human health; there’s
many different opinions on the way to do it, but the important
thing is that we’re all trying to do something. Doing something is
better than doing nothing.

Watch footage from Waco's field stop and participation in a
farmer panel during July's Ottawa County Field Days here:
https://youtu.be/NZ2HNbBYZag?si=R5Zq7XgpmaMOwJRZ
https://youtu.be/zLDbIODNXis?si=DpkjdUOvwPsyMV3a




Watch Waco's conversation with the Kansas NRCS Soil Health
Partnership Forum in October here:
https://youtu.be/bNOCVGJIy8CA?si=1LPId12SVT4XO0RjI

Tyler Johnson

Tyler Johnson joined the Kansas Soil Health Alliance and
Northwest Kansas Tech at a field day hosted at the NWKTC
Precision Agriculture Technology Farm. Following the morning’s
tours, he joined NWKTC instructors and other western Kansas
farmers on Q&A panel. His experiences as a young farmer in
western Kansas connected with the audience that included many
area FFA students and NWKTC students.

Tyler farms 3300 dryland acres near Brewster in Thomas County.
He is the fourth generation on his family farm that was



established in 1924. After his father passed away in 2016, he moved
back to Thomas County from Wichita to farm full-time with his
elderly uncle who retired two years later. Of the many lessons
learned in those first two years, one of the most unexpected was
learning how to run a farm vs be a farm hand.

Tyler first became interested in soil health in 2018 partially due to
observing how the crops in his neighbors’ 25-year no-till fields
were holding on later in the summer than his farm’s full-till
conventional fields. He also realized that he was not going to be
able to keep the two full sets of equipment their farm had and buy
out his uncle. Lastly, he didn’t want to keep worrying about
whether his ground was going to blow in winter after drilling

wheat.

Although he couldn’t make the switch to no-till overnight due to
the cost to acquire the proper equipment as well as chemical costs
at the time, he began by spraying the wheat stubble and removing
the tillage passes before and after summer fallow to help conserve
moisture. He did some research and determined that cover crops
would help him meet many of his goals, but he was unable to find

quality resources to help him incorporate them into the
challenging western Kansas climate.

In 2020, Tyler attended No-Till on the Plains Winter Conference
where he met Brice Custer and Michael Thompson who became
trusted coaches and advisors to Tyler. He is appreciative of their
guidance and is especially thankful they suggested he start small
and scale-up since nearly everything that could go wrong with his
first cover crop did (minimal growth, hail). However, he did have
more moisture in the 50 acres that had cover crops than his other
acres when he went to drill wheat that fall. He also observed a
significant decrease in weeds and volunteer crop in the cover
cropped acres.

Tyler has continued to reduce the number of tillage passes each



year with 2022 being his first complete year of no-till. He has also
increased the number of acres planted to cover crops and, he says,
“Every single year they get something different out of it (the cover
crops), but it’s always something positive.” Some of the other
benefits he has noticed include his ground being more mellow
when he’s drilling, his ground doesn’t blow - even on windy
winter days, and he’s reduced the amount of equipment he owns.
One piece of equipment that he believes has really helped him to
conserve more moisture is the utilization of a stripper header.

Other changes Tyler has made include the elimination of all added
phosphorus in 2023 and the incorporation of compost extract in-
furrow. He also added camelina, an oil seed crop similar to
canola, as a new crop that was seeded in the middle of November.
He believes it will add more flexibility to his rotation and provide
another window for seeding summer cover crops.

To learn more about Tyler and watch the full discussion, go here:
https://youtu.be/nDjMujUhKAQ?si=03p9qcmXI1Epb9Wi




