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Improving and protecting Kansas soils through
farmer and rancher led education and resources.

Upcoming Events

Building Soil Health Field Day
Featuring Dennis Anderson,

Darin Williams, and Candy Thomas

Come to this free event hosted by Morris and Lyon County
Conservation District on July 20th in Council Grove, Kansas. Visit
Dennis Anderson's field showcasing no-till, cover crops, and, new
this year, biologicals. Included in the field tour will be a soil pit to

allow attendees to see below the surface. After the field tour,
Candy Thomas will give a rainfall simulator demonstration. To
finish the day, a presentation will be given by Darin Williams
about building relationships between wildlife, production
agriculture, and food plots. More information and RSVP link is
available at: Building Soil Health Field Day - Kansas Soil Health
Alliance (kssoilhealth.org)




Regenerating the Soil w/ Cover Crops
& Rotational Grazing

Featuring Jimmy Emmons and Dr. Dave Rethorst

Come to Grainfield on July 24 for this free farmer led and focused
event showcasing Jimmy Emmons and Dr. Dave Rethorst. The
morning will include a tour of Roger Heier's field highlighting the
benefits of cover crops and rotational grazing to improve soil
health. The day will move indoors for Dr. Dave's presentation on
Health & Reproductive Performance in Cow-Calf Production
Systems followed by lunch and an afternoon presentation from
Jimmy on "Changing Our Soils Changed Our Lives.” A panel of Dr.
Dave, Jimmy, Roger, Brice Custer, and Michael Thompson will
conclude the day. More information and RSVP link is available
at: Soil Health Workshop and Field Day - Kansas Soil Health
Alliance (kssoilhealth.org)

Ottawa County Conservation District
2nd Annual Summer Field Days

Featuring Jay Fuhrer and Candy Thomas

This free two-day event near Wells will feature two top-notch soil
health educators - Jay Fuhrer of Menoken Farm and Candy
Thomas, NRCS Regional Soil Health Specialist. Each day will

feature hands-on field tours followed by lunch and presentations

indoors at the Wells Community Center. Tour stops will include
visits to several long-term no-till fields. Cover crops and cattle or
sheep grazing have been used to varying degrees at each stop.

Managed grazing will be specifically featured at one stop - native

tallgrass prairie, long-term CRP, and go-back pasture will all be



visited to observe the differences in plant inventories and soil
structure. More information and RSVP link is available at: Ottawa
County Conservation District 2nd Annual Summer Field Days
Featuring Jay Fuhrer - Kansas Soil Health Alliance
(kssoilhealth.org)

Wildlife Habitat and Soil Health
Management Field Day
Featuring Doug Peterson, Darin Williams,

and Candy Thomas

Join No-Till on the Plains and the Kansas Soil Health Alliance on
August 15th in Waverly, Kansas for a Wildlife Habitat and Soil
Health Management Field Day. The day will consist of a rainfall
simulator by Candy Thomas and demonstrations from Doug
Peterson on soil health. Attendees will also see Darin Williams's
corn field and wildlife food plot. On display at the field day will be
Darin Williams's Buckmaster Buck of the Year. More information
and RSVP link is available at: Wildlife Habitat and Soil Health
Management Field Day - Kansas Soil Health Alliance
(kssoilhealth.org)

On Farm Trial Field Day

Featuring Dr. Augustine Obour and Candy Thomas

Grant, Stevens, and Haskell County Conservation Districts are
hosting a free field day on August 22 at the Nick and Johanna Vos
farm near Hugoton. The field to be visited has been part of multi-

year no-till and cover crop study. Dr. Augustine Obour will be

present to speak on the testing conducted on the field and changes
seen during the trial. Soil cores and a rainfall simulator will



further demonstrate the benefits seen from improving soil
health. More information and RSVP link is available at: On-Farm
Trial Field Day - Kansas Soil Health Alliance (kssoilhealth.org)

Soil Health Events Calendar

There are currently many more field days and workshops planned
in the coming months. Remember to check our events calendar
for all soil health events occurring in or near Kansas. Hosting an

event? Be sure to share it with us to add to the calendar.
Upcoming Events — Kansas Soil Health Alliance (kssoilhealth.org)

Featured Farmers
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Chris and Kelly Novak

Hear from Chris and Kelly Novak from Tampa in Central Kansas
share why they like to try different things and the benefits they've
seen from no-till. Learn about their newest tool, a drone, that's
being used for seeding and spray applications. It was a fun
conversation that has been divided into three videos. Follow the
links to learn the topics covered in each video.



https://youtu.be/MEUC5p_IN4Y
https://youtu.be/kP_4dHtCLKc
https://youtu.be/tQSofL0Q-d0

Mike Neff

Mike Neff from Desden in Decatur County in Northwest Kansas
talks about how he has incorporated cover crops in his rotation
and the benefits he's seen from them. He also shares some of the
non-traditional crops he's grown and how he's experimenting
with a roller crip in a low moisture
area. https://youtu.be/Xzopu2Z674E

Soil Health
Opportunities




North Central SARE Grants

North Central Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education
(SARE) offers several grants throughout the year for farmers,
students, and educators. No grants are currently open, but many
typically open up in mid-August. Go here to learn more about the
different grant opportunities and projected call for proposal
timelines. https://northcentral.sare.org/

Kansas Grazing Exchange

Drought across much of Kansas has limited feed supplies. The
Kansas Grazing Exchange helps match available forage with
livestock producers for mutually beneficial grazing relationships.
If you have available grazing or you're looking for grazing,
consider posting a listing. It's free and easy to use.
Kansas Grazing Exchange — Kansas Soil Health Alliance
(kssoilhealth.org)




