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Improving and protecting Kansas soils through
farmer and rancher led education and resources.

Upcoming Events

Kansas Soil Health Alliance Events Calendar

The August calendar is getting busy with events including some events
weTe hosting! You can read about these events and register
below. Until then, there are several learning opportunities taking place
in the next few months. Our website's events calendar contains all
local and virtual events we find that are talking about soil health.
There are still several great conferences and workshops to help expand
your soil health knowledge and grow your peer network. Take time
now to review the calendar and plan your next learning experience!
Do you know of an event that isn't on the calendar?
Contact Joanna@KSsoilhealth.org to get it added.
Upcoming Events — Kansas Soil Health Alliance (kssoilhealth.org)

Kansas Soil Health Partnership Forum

Join us for "The Kansas Soil Health Partnership Forum,” a monthly
one-hour webinar hosted by the Kansas Soil Health Alliance featuring
farmers, ranchers, educators, and ag professionals providing



insightful views and sharing personal experiences on how they are
working to improve and protect Kansas's soils. It will be held via Zoom
on the last Thursday of the month from noon to 1pm. If you are unable
to join us live, you can view the recording by visiting the Resources
Section of our website.

Follow this link or use the QR code below to register.
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Southwest Kansas Soil Health School: Introduction to

Cropping Considerations in a Semi-Arid Climate

We're co-hosting an event in Southwest Kansas! Visit our website for
more information about this opportunity!
Follow this link or use the QR code below to register.



Southwest Kansas Soil Health School

Introduction lﬂ

croppmg l:onsMeraImns
ina Semi-Arid Climate-

Join Us Augusi Isi & 2nd

This event will feature one and a half days of soil health education suited for the dry climate of
southwest Kansas. The school will offer classroom presentations and hands-on in-field learning!

Speakers include: Mark Lohrding, Lance Feikert, David Doctorian, Logan Pribbeno,
Kris Ethridge, Doug Spencer, Candy Thomas, Brice Custer, Tyler Johnson

Topics & Demonstrations: When & Where:

& Grazing basics Kiowa County Community Building
& Woody encroachment 720 N. Bay Street Greensburg, KS 67054
& :Qalfrfflqc;l:mulq’ror &. soil pl;r1 . R ey Aveet et
&/ In-tield demonstration with soil pit, Noon to 8pm
paddock design/fence building
& Grazing & farming economics Saturday, August 2nd
& Composting & soil biology B pin
@ Cropping rotations & cattle Registration fee of $25 covers 3 meals,
integration snacks and learning materials. Attendees
& Cover crop & irrigated crop tours are responsible for their own lodging.
Registration HOSTS Sponsors
' [=]irifi[s] " No-i :
Scan OR code @ Soil Health No-ill QKACD FARMER
GO o www.NoTill.org St MLM-NCE Pratt Manager’r:t:::tTlrilEr:iE:.:nS /| su“‘
Call Joanna at 913-558-2363 | | [m] = B s Con Comanétie Con Cargill <
Space is limited to 40 attendees KGL el i
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Healthy Soil, Healthy Herds: The Power of Nutrient Cycling

and Managed Grazing

We're co-hosting another August event in Northcentral Kansas! Visit
our website for more information.
Registration link can be found here, or click on the QR code below.




August 21 & 22

Healthy SOiI’ Mitchell County Fairgrounds

1318 N. Walnut Street

Healthy Herds

The Power of Nutrient Cycling
and Managed Grazing

Registration

Scan QR code
Go to https://kssoilhealth.org
Call Jennifer at 785-545-5628
Space is limited

VA o

Thursday, August 21
3-9pm

Friday, August 22
8am-3:30pm

Registration fee of $15
covers 3 meals, snacks &
learning materials.
Attendees are responsible

Topics & Demonstrations — for their own lodging.

& Economics of Soil Health

& Interpreting Haney Soil Tests

&J Farmer Panel: Using Alternative/ Hosts & Sponsors
Non-Synthetic Fertilizers

; Sedebblagl e MILEORD wrars
&J Farmer Panel: Grazing ) Soil Health [ (g

» ALLIANCE
(J Field Tours including:
¢ Warm Season Cover Crops
» Nitrogen Rate Trial
» Grazed Pasture
» Interactive On-Site Jewell and Mitchell County
Demonstrations Conservation Districts

This project has been funded in part through Section 319 of Clean Water Act

Save the Dates!!

Save the dates for some additional events we'll be hosting in August &
September. More information will be coming soon!

- August 15: Michael Thompson will be hosting a field day with Russell
Hedrick near Almena, KS



- September 11: Bill Buessing will be hosting a field day in conjunction
with Tuttle Creek Reservoir WRAPS program near Axtell, KS

- September 18: Field Day at Klinefelter Farm in Hiawatha, KS

Conservation District Events

Many local conservation districts are planning a variety of events this
year. Here are some events that may be in your area:

e Farmer to Farmer Discussions: These are designed to be casual,
farmer led discussions about water and soil conservation
practices and topics.
. Management Unit events: These are collaborative events
discussing soil health topics hosted by several conservation
districts working together.

Each conservation district's discussion schedule is different. To learn
more about your local conservation district's meeting schedule, you
can contact the office and/or follow them on Facebook. Unsure which
conservation district you are in? Look here: Conservation Districts |
Kansas Association of Conservation Districts (kacd.net)

Soil Health Opportunities

Attention Ag Lenders!

Are you an Ag Lender or do you know an Ag Lender who would like to
connect with other Ag Lenders to discuss soil health topics? If so,
contact us and we'll help you get in touch with others like you!

Kansas Grazing Exchange

The Kansas Grazing Exchange helps match available forage with
livestock producers for mutually beneficial grazing relationships. If



you have available grazing or youre looking for grazing, consider
posting a listing. It's free and easy to use.
Kansas Grazing Exchange — Kansas Soil Health Alliance
(kssoilhealth.org)

"No-Till Farmer” magazine subscription opportunity

The Conservation Ag Foundation, founded in January 2024 is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit focused on equipping farmers with the knowledge and tools
to adopt conservation agriculture practices such as no-till, strip-till,
and cover cropping. These practices enhance soil health, protect water
quality, and ensure the long-term sustainability of agriculture.

As part of this initiative, Kansas Soil Health Alliance has been awarded
a scholarship from the Conservation Ag Foundation (CAF) in
partnership with "No-Till Farmer,"” providing our members a FREE 1-
year subscription to "No-Till Farmer” magazine. To claim your
complimentary 12-issue subscription, please complete this form to
confirm your eligibility.

Kansas Water Office Regional Advisory Committees

Fourteen regional planning areas were established by the Kansas
Water Authority (KWA) in conjunction with the Long-Term Vision for
the Future of Water Supply in Kansas. Regional Advisory Committee
(RAC) members were approved for each of these 14 planning areas and
began to establish priority goals for their region.

Regional Advisory Committees advise the KWO and KWA on local
water-related issues, serve as a link to the public, and serve as a link to
water management entities. RAC members serve as the eyes and ears
for the KWO and KWA in their local community, as well as
ambassadors of public input. Members of RACs serve as a vital voice for
their communities.

Currently, there are several vacancies on various RACs located
throughout the state. In addition, several terms are ending this year,
so it's a great time to get involved! Even if the board is full, you can
submit your application to have on file for when a term ends or if a
mid-term position opens.



If you would like to attend an RAC meeting, apply for an RAC position
or learn more about each RAC, visit the Kansas Water Office website.

FarmTender

This new service helps match farmers using regenerative practices
with willing landowners. Go to www.FarmTender.us to learn more. It
is free to browse, and, for a nominal annual fee, you can register and
read the profiles of landowners and their land parcels, or of
regenerative farmers, or post one yourself!

Kansas State University Survey on Cover Crops
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Kansas State University, in collaboration with the Colorado
Conservation Tillage Association (CCTA) and the Kansas Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) have created a survey evaluating
the use of cover crops in the semi-arid Great Plains region. Your
insights will help researchers develop innovative projects and
publications exploring how cover crops affect soil health and crop
productivity.



For questions regarding information in this survey, please feel free to
contact Dr. Augustine Obour (KSU Soil Scientist) at 785-625-3425 ext. 215
or abour@ksu.edu and Dr. Logan Simon (KSU Southwest Area
Agronomist) at 620-276-8286 or Isimon@ksu.edu.

To complete the survey, click here.

This survey is not associated with the Kansas Soil Health Alliance.

Cornell University Survey on Rye

A team of researchers at Cornell University has created a survey to
understand the many ways farmers are growing and using cereal rye,
including for grain, forage, and as a cover crop. Their team is also
developing new rye varieties and want to understand important
breeding priorities for different end uses. Participation is voluntary. At
the end of this project, research results will be shared through
presentations, published in peer-reviewed publications, and shared
with stakeholders via a white paper and farmer/industry
publications.

For more information about the research, contact the project leader,
Virginia Moore at vm377@cornell.edu.

To complete the survey, click here.

This survey is not associated with the Kansas Soil Health Alliance.

Job Opportunities

Conservation Jobs in Kansas

There are various open positions at county conservation districts
around the state as well as positions with the Kansas Department of
Agriculture. Currently, the USDA-NRCS is under a hiring freeze. Once
lifted, all vacancy announcements for USDA positions can be found
online at usajobs.gov.

You can learn about these positions here.
https://www.kacd.net/jobs.cfm




Additional Opportunities

e Fort Hays Tech Northwest Precision Ag Instructor
Learn more here
e Kansas Rural Center website features a collection of educational
and career opportunities curated to suit those in Kansas
interested in agriculture, ecology, and community building. Visit
the KRC website for more information.
e Soil Health Educator with the Soil Health Institute
Learn more here
e Fabrication Technician at Dakota Lakes Research Farm
Learn more here

Featured Stories

Feed the Soil to Feed Your Plants

2 TYPES OF LIVESTOCK: While the cattle may seem like the only livestock in this field, there is another type of

livestock just below the soil surface. Viewing soil microbes as “livestock” will help you care for the soil and
better provide for your crop. One measure taken here to feed the soil microbes is maintaining a growing crop

all year. Allison Lynch



Soil health has a direct impact on plant health, and caring for your soil
first means the benefits of healthy soil can provide immediate effects
to your crop. As Neal Kinsey, owner of Kinsey Agricultural Services,
puts it, fertility required for the soil and plants are one and the same.

“The soil is the plant’s stomach,” he says. “And when we mess up the
soil, we’re messing up digestion for the plant.”

Kinsey recommends viewing the organisms in your soil as “livestock”
to help you focus on properly caring for and maintaining them. For
example, he shares that an accurate depiction for very poor soil life in
need of help could be one cow per acre when it comes to the inputs
needed to care for the soil microbes. This simply makes it easier for
you to view the soil as a living medium when making amendments
and improving soil health.

Feed ‘the cow’

Caring for the “cows” in your soil may seem daunting, but there are
some tips for success when it comes to improving soil health. Kinsey
and RJ Rant, owner of Terraform Ag and Nutrilink Biosystems, share
how you can feed your soils to in turn feed your plants:

Keep a growing crop.

Including a cover crop in the off-season can improve soil microbe
presence and microbe community structure. You are not able to grow
the soil without growing a crop.

“A soil not growing anything is a soil dying,” Rant says. He adds that
implementing crop rotation and cover crops will help you continue to
improve soil health.

Move past sufficiency.

Simply supplying enough nutrients to reach sufficiency levels will not
help you feed and improve your soils, Rant shares. Getting past the
“just enough” level of fertility will continue to develop soils rather than
maintaining the current growing crop.

“If you go past sufficiency and have abundance, you can better drive
photosynthesis,” Rant adds.

Correct all your soils.

Don’t only focus on your problem soils when improving soil health.
Kinsey says when you do that, another field can quickly become the
problem. Rather, spend time learning more about how you can
improve all your fields and soils, even if they do not present any issues
in the short term.



“To maintain top yields, even the best soils at times need corrections,”
Kinsey says.

Study nature.

It can be easy to head online and look up how to improve your soil
problems, but ultimately, you will learn more by doing. Test different
practices and experiment with soil amendments until you see what
pays off in your crops.

“How do you know what works?” Kinsey asks. “You do it yourself. You
find out for yourself. And you don’t find out everything at once.” He
adds that you should test things for at least three years before you
judge whether it works or not.

Minimize disturbances.

All disturbances will affect soil function, according to Rant. He shares
that tillage events can be viewed as concussions. Over time, those
events can build up and cause a chronic issue with soil fertility and,
ultimately, plant performance.

“If you're making a disturbance, have a good reason,” Rant adds.

Viewing soil as an ecosystem or thinking of soil microbes as your
livestock will help you shift your focus to improving soil health and
structure to care for your crops.

“It's not just dirt, which is your sand, silt and clay,” Rant says. “It’s
humus and living organisms, and it’s how those things are interacting
constantly.”

Written by Allison Lynch, a staff writer for the Indiana Prairie
Farmer in the Farm Progress blog

Setting Up Soil to be a Habitat for
Nutrient Restoration
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In The Wizard of Oz, Glinda the Good informs Dorothy that to get home,
“You've always had the power, my dear. You've had it all along.”
Whether they realize it or not, farmers, like Dorothy, have also always
had answers to some of the most pressing questions.

The way to true economic and environmental sustainability in
agriculture does not lie in some soil additive or special piece of
equipment, because those are tools, not solutions. Finding the answer
to a particular dilemma comes from asking the right questions. How
does the soil (or ruby slippers) truly function? Healthy soil can perform
all of the functions that are needed to successfully grow a crop if the
farmer understands how to manage soil as a biological system that it
is.

The power to break away from a cropping system that continues to
degrade the soil, over to a system that regenerates the soil, has always
been at hand. You only need to change the way you look at the soil to
understand how it works.

You truly do have the power to restore the capacity of your soil to
provide everything your plants need to grow — right now. Take
inventory of all the tools that you have at your disposal: tractor, drill
and/or planter, sprayer, combine, picker, baler, fences, livestock, etc.
These tools can be used to degrade the soil or build the soil. A hammer
can be used to knock walls apart or to nail them together, it just
depends upon how you use it and understand what needs to be done.

The only things the soil needs to restore itself are water, sunlight, and
seeds. Live growing plants leverage water and sunlight to feed and
build the soil as they have done for ages. Devoid of human



intervention, a degraded soil will restore itself using water, sunlight,
and whatever plants happen to grow there. Over time, the soil will
remain undisturbed, be covered with multiple species of plants and
their residues, and restore itself to health (the full capacity to
function).

If soil can restore itself without our help, it certainly can restore itself
with our help, if we understand how such restoration happens.

Soil functions as a biological system. That’s all you really need to
know. If you allow the soil to be the best habitat possible for all of the
things that should be living there, the soil will restore itself. A best
possible soil habitat would be where the soil is not disturbed by tillage,
has a diversity of plants growing in it as much of the time as possible,
and is covered by plants and their residues at all times. Such a soil
readily infiltrates and stores water and cycles all the nutrients a plant
might need just when the plants need them.

A healthy functioning soil is very efficient, so it is also profitable,
because neither water or nutrients are wasted. In times of volatile
markets, the greatest way to increase profits is usually to be the lowest
cost producer. Agriculture has developed many businesses based on
helping producers maintain crop yields on dysfunctional soil.
Restoring soil function (a.k.a. regenerative agriculture) allows
producers to break their dependency on (and therefore dramatically
reduce) purchased inputs such as fertilizer that can keep dysfunctional
soils productive.

Living plants are the key to soil restoration and therefore seeds become
the most critical input of all. The only requirement for such a
transformation to take place is a change in how we understand and
manage the soil.

We do not need more wizardry in agriculture, just a better
understanding of how the soil functions. Like Dorothy, we only need to
understand how the tools we have at hand can be used to achieve our
goal. That goal should be fully functioning soil which enables
profitable production. We've always had the power to get there. We've
had it all along.

Written by Jon Sitka in the AgDaily blog




