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Improving and protecting Kansas soils through
farmer and rancher led education and resources.

Upcoming Events

Kansas Soil Health Alliance Events Calendar

While we are not currently hosting any events, there are still
several learning opportunities taking place in the next few
months. Our website's events calendar contains all local and
virtual events we find that are talking about soil health. Winter is
full of great conferences and workshops to help expand your soil
health knowledge and grow your peer network. Take time now to
review the calendar and plan your next learning experience!
Do you know of an event that isn't on the calendar?
Contact Joanna@KSsoilhealth.org to get it added.
Upcoming Events — Kansas Soil Health Alliance (kssoilhealth.org)

Farmer to Farmer Discussions



Many local conservation districts have been hosting Farmer to
Farmer Discussions. These are designed to be casual, farmer led
discussions about water and soil conservation practices and
topics. Each conservation district's discussion schedule is
different. To learn more about your local conservation district's
meeting schedule, you can contact the office and/or follow them
on Facebook. Unsure which conservation district you are in? Look
here: Conservation Districts | Kansas Association of Conservation
Districts (kacd.net)

Soil Health
Opportunities

Kansas Soil Health Alliance Coaching Program

If you are interested in being matched with a mentor who can
help you on your soil health journey, please complete this short
application. Use the QR code or click this link.

Kansas Soil Health Alliance Coaching Program Application
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Kansas Grazing Exchange

The Kansas Grazing Exchange helps match available forage with
livestock producers for mutually beneficial grazing relationships.
If you have available grazing or you're looking for grazing,



consider posting a listing. It's free and easy to use.
Kansas Grazing Exchange — Kansas Soil Health Alliance
(kssoilhealth.org)

FarmTender

This new service helps match farmers using regenerative practices
with willing landowners. Go to www.FarmTender.us to learn
more. It is free to browse, and, for a nominal annual fee, you can
register and read the profiles of landowners and their land
parcels, or of regenerative farmers, or post one yourself!

Cover Crop Survey

Crop consultants, seed dealers, ag retailers, conservation office
professionals and others who advise farmers in their decision-
making are invited to participate in a new cover crop survey. The
Conservation Technology Information Center (CTIC), USDA
Sustainable Research and Education (SARE) program, and
American Seed Trade Association (ASTA) are gathering insights on
cover crops from the view of the people who advise farmers. The
American Soybean Association has also contributed funding to
help make the survey possible.

The anonymous survey is being conducted online from October 1
through October 31 and takes about 15 minutes to complete. Your
participation is appreciated, and will earn you the chance to
receive one of three $100 gift cards.

The results from previous CTIC/SARE/ASTA cover crop surveys have
helped guide policy, research and education in cover crops.



Women Landowners Leading Regeneration

WOMEN LANDOWNERS
LEADING REGENERATION
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This program provides a unique learning network and training for
women non-operating landowners in Iowa, Kansas and Missouri.
If you are interested in this project, please complete this survey.

North Central ERME Grants

North Central Extension Risk Management Education (ERME)
announces the availability of grant funds and requests the
submission of applications. This competitive funding opportunity
focuses on educational projects designed to help agricultural
producers improve their economic viability through targeted risk
management strategies. The Center expects to award grants
through three main program areas - Education Projects, Producers
Underserved by Crop Insurance Projects, and Exploratory Projects.
Go here to learn more about the different grant opportunities and
submission process. https://ncerme.org/erme-rfa-2025-now-open




North Central SARE Grants

North Central Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education
(SARE) offers several grants throughout the year for farmers,
students, and educators. Several grants are currently open. Click
the link below to learn more about the different grant
opportunities and projected call for proposal
timelines. https://northcentral.sare.org/

Job Opportunities

Conservation Jobs in Kansas

There are various open positions at county conservation districts
around the state as well as positions with the Kansas Department
of Agriculture and USDA-NRCS.

You can learn more about these positions here.
https://www.kacd.net/jobs.cfm

Sustainable Food Lab- Project Coordinator

The Program Coordinator is a key member of the Agriculture &
Environment team at the Sustainable Food Lab. The person in this
role will be responsible for working closely with the team to
support existing project work, primarily in large-scale row crop
production and livestock systems in North America.

You can learn more about this position here.



Featured Story

Russell's Update from the Mountain- from Soil Regen

Russell Hedrick is co-owner of Soil Regen, LLC, and farms in North
Carolina. He has been sharing his story about the destruction from
Hurricane Helene in late September. He spent a great deal of time
and energy cleaning debris, helping to locate residents, and
coordinating supply efforts. He also worked tirelessly to send
supplies to trapped residents in the mountains.

This is his update from October 11th. -- It has taken me a few days
to reflect on the last week. Coming home to the family with a few
day trips back up to provide aid, we were finally home all day on
Wednesday this week after being gone for 12 days. It took a little
while for the adrenaline to wear off and have some time to think.



I know hundreds of people reached out to us over the last week.
We didn't have cell service most of the time when we were
working, and due to the long hours, I wasn't able to message
everyone back. I did get to at least read the words of
encouragement, and that meant a lot to our team.

We ended up serving in 7 of the 11 counties that were hit the worst
in western NC. In the first 3 days, we were able to locate and help
get about 200 people off of the mountain and fly in supplies to
people who were trapped by mudslides or washouts until
emergency personnel could reach them at a later time. We were
able to fly in supplies to 2 other counties, mostly for mothers who
had run out of baby food or formula.

The news does not do justice to the amount of destruction and
what these people have endured and are pushing through to fix
their homes. Our team consisted of Jake Harris, Sam Thier,
Preston Cave, myself, Jeff Clack, Cody Jarvis, Paramedic Mike (who
made sure we all survived), Brian Peters, and his better half Annie,
who came in for a few days.

We made a lasting impact on many lives and showed them that
not only can farmers grow food, but in times of need, we can even
deliver it where no one else can get to. In total, we have no idea
just how many people we were able to help with all of the
donations you all have supported us with, but it was in the
hundreds, if not thousands. We were able to move almost 200,000
pounds of water and food into the areas we operated in. I'm not
quite sure where the name came from, but we were called Drone
Team 2 "Operation Mountain Hope".

As the emergency has passed and the mountain people start their
long road to recovery, sometimes things just seem to fall into
place. I started to receive phone calls on Wednesday about possibly
accepting another mission. The Black Mountain Foster Camp helps
about 260 foster children. They luckily evacuated all of the kids on
Friday morning. A little after lunchtime, there was a massive
mudslide that happened at the camp. It destroyed the foster
cabins, kitchen and dining area, and many other buildings.



Currently, it has been projected by the local city that it will be 90 to
120 days before they have running water restored. Freezing
temperatures will be here long before that.

Our current project is to:

- Find them a reefer trailer to house the perishable foods
- Build a small supply building or purchase a small metal carport
to secure their water and other non-perishable items from the
elements and bears
- Purchase grills and blackstone grills for them to cook their food
- Work with local builders to get plans drawn up and lumber
companies for materials to build homes for the children
- Acquire winter clothes and sleeping bags
Lots of North Carolina locals have offered their time and
machinery to move the debris and dirt to get the pads ready to
build back. We are waiting on the local county permit office to
come by and give the okay.

[ am not asking anyone to give more than they can, but if you
have friends, relatives, or neighbors you could speak to about this
or share on social media, I believe it to be a worthy cause to give
these kids something that life has given so little to, even before
this disaster destroyed their homes.

Thank you for all of your love and support,

Farmer Russell
Monitary donations can be directed to Soil Regen and Green
America tax deductable donation page
https://support.greenamerica.org/HurricaneHeleneRelief/




